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circumstances    affecting cultivation   are   very
numerous.   The most important  of these are
climatic   influences,    which   are   proverbially
capricious, and seldom preserve a happy mean.
The excess or deficiency of rainfall, and, what
is of even more importance than the quantity,
the manner in which it is distributed during
the sowing, growing,  and  gathering   seasons,
are difficulties to which the Indian agriculturist
is peculiarly liable.    Such troubles are common
to all tillers of the  soil in  all parts  of the
world, but nowhere are they so pronounced as in
India.    The manner in which   the  cultivator
works is second only in importance to the clima-
tic influences.    His ignorance sometimes,  but
more often his carelessness,  results in   injury
to himself, and perhaps in a loss to the  State.
All these and other kindred facts   the reader
is requested to bear in mind as he peruses these
pages.
When it is remembered that more than three-
fourths of the rural population of the Deccan are
intimately connected with, or in some measure